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Title/Description: Figurine

Born: 1000 BC - 0400 BC

Object Type: Figure, Fragment

Materials: Earthenware

Measurements: h. 163 x w. 120 x d. 58 mm

Accession Number: 974

Historic Period: Jomon period (Final) (c. 1000-400 BC)

Production Place: Asia, East Asia, Honshu, Japan, northern Honshu

This example of the Kamegaoka type of dogu figure has legs but lacks the head and left arm. The
right breast (and presumably originally the left one) is here incorporated into a circular motif close
to the shoulder. The surface design is an intricate combination of cord impressions, punctates and
grooves, characteristic of Kamegaoka dogu in particular and Finaljomon pottery in general.

The breaks are relatively clean and suggest deliberate destruction; the chest is c. 7 mm thick. There
is a hole in the anal area, which is likely to be an aperture to allow gases to escape during firing. If
this is a firing vent, it would suggest that the head was not open at the crown, as is the case with
objects 975 and 1091. This piece was reported by the vendor to have been excavated at Kamegaoka,
Aomori Prefecture, Honshu.

Entry taken from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection 3 volume catalogue, edited by Steven Hooper
(Yale University Press, 1997).


