
Neck pendant
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Title/Description: Neck pendant

Object Type: Pendant

Materials: Pearl shell

Measurements: w. 76 x h. 16 x d. 35 mm

Accession Number: 833

Historic Period: 19th/20th century

Production Place: Oceania, Pacific, Solomon Islands, Southeast region

Crescent-shaped neck pendants of this type were made in the Malaita and San Cristobal area and
were worn by men. Bird imagery occurs on this pendant as well as on another pendant, 755. Special
fishing expeditions for bonito were formerly an important part of male initiation rites (see Fox, 1925;
Davenport, 1981). Ivens (1927: 393-5) noted that small pendants like this example were made from



local black-lip pearl shell.

Steven Hooper, 1997

Entry taken from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection, Vol. 2: Pacific, African and Native North
American Art, edited by Steven Hooper (Yale University Press, 1997) p. 73.


