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Title/Description: Vessel in the form of the goddess Toueris

Object Type: Figure, Vessel

Materials: Faience

Measurements: h. 140 x w. 52 x d. 66 mm

Accession Number: 638

Historic Period: Ramesside period (c. 1100 BC)

Production Place: Africa, Egypt

Credit Line: Purchased with support from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury, 1975

The goddess takes her usual form of a pregnant hippopotamus with other human and animal
attributes such as the cow-ears of Hathor, the breasts of a woman and the fanged jaws of a
crocodile. A thick straited mane hangs at the rear as a scutiform mass. She wears a striped tripartite
wig with a plain modius (a low coronet-like feature) above. Before her, supported by her left hand, is
a sa-amulet, signifying 'protection', combined with a tyet, a symbolic knot associated with Isis. With
her right hand she cups her right breast, the nipple of which has a hole penetrating to the hollow
interior of the vessel.

Vessels with mammiform protuberances, supposedly representing the goddess Hathor, exist from
earlier times. The style of this piece and its rather gritty glaze, as well as the design of the composite
sa-amulet, does not suggest the late or Roman Periods, and the object is here tentatively ascribed to
the Ramesside period, the era covered by Dynasties XIX - XX (c. 1293 - 1070 BC).

The surface of the blue-green faience is somewhat granular. He glaze has run around the edges of
the hole in the right breast, showing that this is an original orifice and has not been drilled in recent
times. The condition of the vessel is good apart from the chip in the lower right-hand edge of the
podium.

Provenance
Purchased by the Sainsbury Centre, University of East Anglia from Peter Sharrer in 1975 out of
funds provided by Robert and Lisa Sainsbury.


