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Title/Description: Basket

Object Type: Basket

Materials: Cloth, Corn husk, Hemp, Leather

Measurements: h. 276 x d. 185 x d. 185 mm

Accession Number: 637

Historic Period: Late 19th/early 20th century

Production Place: North America, Oregon, The Americas, USA, Washington

Cultural Group: Wasco

Credit Line: Purchased with support from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury, 1975



Wasco twined baskets of this kind are popularly called sally bags and were used as carrying baskets
- remains of two leather straps can be seen near the rim. Mason (1904: 439) noted that they were
'made in plain twined weaving over warp of rushes, the patterns being effected by overlaying the
twine of hemp with strips of liber that in structure resemble corn husks’.

This example is in good condition, with patterns in the shape of four human figures, six deer with
antlers, seven geese (?), twenty-eight fish and six birds with spread wings. The human figures are of
two types, differing in details of the face, which may mean that both sexes are represented. The rim
of the basket, as in many examples, is sewn with a border of European cotton cloth. The central
section of the base is darker brown in colour.

Steven Hooper, 1997

Entry taken from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection, Vol. 2: Pacific, African and Native North
American Art, edited by Steven Hooper (Yale University Press, 1997) p. 289.

Provenance
Purchased by the Sainsbury Centre, University of East Anglia from Peter Sharrer, New York in 1975
out of funds provided by Robert and Lisa Sainsbury.


