Female figure with folded arms

Goulandris Master
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Title/Description: Female figure with folded arms

Artist/Maker: Goulandris Master

Born: 2700 c. BC - 2400 c. BC

Object Type: Figure

Materials: Marble

Technique: Carving, Incising

Measurements: h. 165 x w. 46 x d. 25 mm

Accession Number: 343

Historic Period: Early Cycladic II (c. 2700-2400 BC), 3rd millennium BC

Production Place: Cyclades, Europe, Greece



Cultural Group: Cycladic

Credit Line: Donated by Robert and Lisa Sainsbury, 1973

This is a small marble figurine depicting a highly stylised naked female with folded arms. The marble
would originally have been white and may well have been partly painted, to show features such as
eyes or hair. Today, the marble has a reddish colour it gained from being buried in the soil for more
than four millennia.

The tradition of making marble figurines persisted in the Cyclades, in the central Aegean, for over a
thousand years. It is one of the most recognisable aspects of Early Cycladic culture to the modern
eye, not least because the simple forms and clean lines inspired modern artists such as Brancusi and
Modigliani.

Figurines of the folded-arm form were made in a range of sizes: this example would be among the
smallest. Research on a large sample of deliberately broken figurines [1] has shown that about 12
per cent fall into the size range 150-200mm, and that sizes up to about 400mm are all equally as
common. Above that size, fewer examples have been found, but among them some were even larger
than 1000mm. Our figurine, however, is certainly closer to the smaller examples. These would have
been easier and quicker to produce, made probably from a marble pebble retrieved on a beach, and
shaped using emery, a very hard stone found easily on Naxos.

This figurine is similar in form to a sub-group (technically called the Kavos sub-variety). The
shoulders, abdomen and legs are made in a stereotypical way. However, since the figurine is so
small, it is difficult to be certain of this attribution, and the surprisingly large nose is unusual.
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Provenance

Acquired by the Sainsbury Family in 1955. Donated to the Sainsbury Centre, University of East
Anglia in 1973 as part of the original gift.




