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Title/Description: Bead in the form of a frog

Born: 1880 c. BC

Object Type: Bead

Materials: Carnelian

Measurements: h. 5 x w. 16 x d. 15 mm

Accession Number: 304

Historic Period: Dynasty XII (c. 1880 BC), 18th century BC

Production Place: Africa, Egypt

Credit Line: Donated by Robert and Lisa Sainsbury, 1973

This bead is virtually a flat lentoid, pierced by a hole through the frog’s mouth. Hardstone carvings
of this kind are notoriously difficult to date. However, since the bead resembles the flat carnelian
lentoids used with cowroid shapes in the girdles of the early XIIth Dynasty, that date has been
selected here. Such girdles were used to protect the fecundity of the wearer. Numerous small
figures of frogs have been found among the offerings at the early temples and shrines in Abydos and
Hierakonpolis. The frog goddess Hekat was a protectress of pregnant women, and the frog occurs,
along with other creatures natural and fabulous, on wands used for the protection of infants in the
Middle Kingdom. For discussion of the frog in Egypt, see Needier (1984: 370-73).

Entry taken from Robert and Lisa Sainsbury Collection 3 volume catalogue, edited by Steven Hooper
(Yale University Press, 1997).

Provenance
Gift from K. J. Hewett to Robert and Lisa Sainsbury in 1964.

Donated to the Sainsbury Centre, University of East Anglia in 1973 as part of the original gift.


