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Title/Description: Vase

Born: 1900 c.

Object Type: Vase, Vessel

Materials: Glass, Silver

Technique: Blow moulding, Metalworking

Measurements: h. 102 x w. 74 x d. 74 mm

Inscription: 'Sterling'

Accession Number: 21080

Production Place: USA

School/Style: Art Nouveau

Credit Line: Donated by Sir Colin and Lady Anderson, 1978

This unsigned Art Nouveau glass vase has a silver overlay design that is inspired by the botanical
forms found in nature. The silver has been stamped ‘Sterling’, suggesting that the object was
possibly manufactured in America. [1] At the turn of the 20th century, the American glassworks that
produced this type of ware with silver overlay decoration included Gorham (Providence, Rhode
Island), Alvin-Beiderhase Co. (Sag Harbour, Long Island), and La Pierre (Newark, New Jersey).

This object’s design reveals the influence of Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933) on American art
glass of the period. Inspired by the lustrous qualities of ancient Roman and Syrian excavated blown
glass, Tiffany developed methods to recreate their attractive lustre and iridescence. [2] He patented
this technique in 1881 and registered ‘Favrile’ as a trademark in 1894. [3]

Blow-moulded in blue-green iridescent glass, the vessel possesses an ovoid form that narrows at the
neck. The everted rim, neck and base of the vessel are banded in silver. On the side of the vase,
applied in engraved silver overlay, is a stylised flowering plant. Rising from the vessel’s foot,
bramble-like, its leaves and tendrils twist and turn, gathering momentum as they branch off to
writhe around the circumference of the vase. The designer’s energetic use of asymmetry at the heart
of the composition, serves to reinvigorate and modernise the vessel’s classical, well-balanced form.
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