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Title/Description: Vase

Artist/Maker: Graf Harrach (Manufacturer)

Born: 1900 c.

Object Type: Glassware, Vase

Materials: Glass

Technique: Blow moulding

Measurements: h. 242 x w. 110 x d. 110 mm

Accession Number: 21054

Production Place: Austria

School/Style: Art Nouveau

Credit Line: Donated by Sir Colin and Lady Anderson, 1978

This tall, cylindrical glass vase in the Art Nouveau style is a product of Graf Harrach glassworks,
Bohemia (present day Czech Republic).

Blow moulded in pale green opalescent glass, the vessel has been decorated with pulled white
threads that have been pressed into the wall of the vase. This process has created a streaky pattern
of a stylised iris or fleur-de-lys. Widest at the base and tapering to a column, the vase’s simple form
is ornamented with a flared undulating rim.

The Harrach glassworks have a long history. Founded on the estate of Alois Raimund von Harrach in
1630, the glassworks was purchased in 1712 and given the name Neuwelter Hutte. Changing hands
again in 1764, the factory was renamed Graflich Harrach'sche Glasfabrik.[1] In the 19th century the
technical breadth of glass production encompassed, engraved glass, cut glass, enamelled glass and
etched cameo glass. [2]

When this vase was manufactured around 1900, Graf Harrach was making glassware in the
commercially successful Seccesionist and Art Nouveau styles, also referred to as Jugendstil (‘Youth
Style’). Graf Harrach’s designers drew inspiration from the iridescent art glass of Louis Comfort
Tiffany (1848-1933), emulating Tiffany’s works at the 1898 Jubilee Exhibition in Vienna. [3] The



graphic designs of Alphonse Maria Mucha (1860-1939) were also incorporated into Harrach’s
enamelled glass vases.

An enthusiastic advocate of the Art Nouveau style, Bohdan Kadlec (1884-1900) ran Graf Harrach in
the period 1884-1900, followed by Jan Mallin from 1901-1913. [4] Kadlec had close connections to
the faculty of the Prague School of Applied Art, and engaged teachers and students in the
production of innovative designs, which were then manufactured at the company’s glassworks. [5]
Mallin continued this lucrative business strategy and took design direction from decorative artists,
such as Julius Jelinek (1874-1918).
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